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15	Bros	Against	Biotech	calendars	began	in	2014.	
16	The	Babes	Against	Biotech	calendar	text	describes	the	photographed	individuals	as	jewellery	and	clothing	
entrepreneurs,	organic	farmers	and	gardeners,	dancers,	models,	a	radio	DJ	and	others	concerned	about	GMOs	
for	both	health	and	economic	reasons;	see	Babes	Against	Biotech,	
http://www.babesagainstbiotech.org/#!2013-calendar-bab/cx3t	[last	accessed	2	March	2015].	
17	‘Bikini’	is	Marshallese	for	‘beach’	(Teaiwa,	1994,	p.	98).	
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images	of	welcoming	‘hula	girls’	lump	together	Native	Hawaiian	and	mixed-race	women,	
and	helps	construct	a	hypervisible	version	of	sexualised	Hawaiian	femininity	(Hall,	2009).	
Trask	(1991)	argues	that	these	kinds	of	feminised	representations	work	to	welcome	the	
colonial	arrival	and	justify	ongoing	occupation	under	the	guise	of	‘aloha’).	In	relation	to	anti-
GMO	activism,	the	image	in	the	bikini	calendar	can	be	read	through	its	invocation	of	this	
sexualised,	militouristic	Pacific	difference	that	also	invokes	contemporary	ideals	of	leisure	
that	tan	(contingently)	white,	classed	bodies	(Ahmed,	1998).	
	
At	the	same	time,	tanning	and	toning	represent	more	than	just	bodily	styles	that	evidence	
the	classed	privileges	of	leisure,	since	lives	lived	outdoors	and	in	the	ocean	are	important	
parts	of	life	in	Hawaiʻi	and	the	Pacific.	The	BAB	image	might	be	linked	specifically	to	‘brave	
femininities’	associated	with	surfing	subcultures	(Comer,	2010)—the	‘fun	girl	with	a	fighting	
spirit’	in	multi-ethnic	surfer	girl	frame	(ibid,	2010).	While	the	calendar	images	may	reinforce	
certain	ideals	of	able-bodied	femininities,	it	is	important	not	to	downplay	young	women’s	
political	agency	based	on	these	representations.	In	fact,	reading	these	images	only	through	
the	lens	of	postfeminism	and	coloniality	might	also	bypass	histories	of	strategic	
sexualisation	of	female	bodies	and	nudity	in	activism	(Sperling,	2013;	Eileraas,	2014).	
Politicised	nudity	and	exposure	can	work	to	disrupt	the	separation	of	public	and	private	
spheres	(Eileraas,	2014,	p.	41),	which	in	turn	may	reshape	some	of	the	rules	of	political	
legitimacy	(Butler,	2011).	
	
BAB	representations	can	be	also	analysed	in	relation	to	the	tactics	used	by	other	anti-GMO	
movements	that	involve	public	exposure	of	the	female	body	(Bloomfield	and	Doolin,	2012).	
As	one	New	Zealand	anti-GMO	activist	remarked,	nude	exposure	was	a	tactic	they	utilised	
out	of	desperation,	when	other	methods	of	raising	awareness	appeared	ineffective	
(Bloomfield	and	Doolin,	2012,	p.	513).	Indeed,	one	BAB	member	acknowledges	the	explicit	
attention-getting	strategy	of	the	calendars	and	that	part	of	the	group’s	aim	was	to	use	
female	sexuality	to	contravene	expectations	of	what	might	be	described	as	political	
subjecthood,	propriety	and	legitimacy,	theorised	elsewhere	by	scholars	as	the	normative	
foundations	of	politics	(Warner,	2002,	p.	89).	BAB	representations	must	therefore	be	read	
within	the	context	of	a	US	regulatory	regime	in	which	‘rational’	questioning	of	
biotechnologies	remains	difficult	(Kleinman	and	Kloppenburg,	1991)	and	prompts	appeals	to	
the	bodily	‘outrageous’	(Bloomfield	and	Doolin,	2012,	p.	513;	Tyler,	2013).	
	
And	yet	questions	remain	about	the	ways	in	which	women	become	associated	with	the	
body	and	the	ways	in	which	normative	depictions	of	sexualised	femininities	can	reinforce	a	
heteronormative	gaze.	Moreover,	the	relative	lack	of	body,	age	and	ethnic	diversity	in	BAB	
calendars	also	seems	to	limit	possibilities	for	provoking	the	outrageous,	sparking	public	
outrage	or	inducing	shame	in	political	opponents	(Tyler,	2013)—some	of	the	key	aims	of	
other	kinds	of	nude	protest.	In	this	sense,	BAB	representations	may	constrain	participation	
by,	and	even	alienate,	potential	participants	or	supporters	with	different	embodied,	class,	
cultural	and	subcultural	positionings.	This	may	limit	not	only	their	ability	to	attract	bodily	
and	identity-diverse	calendar	participants	but	also	movement	participants	more	broadly.	At	
the	same	time,	BAB	representations	of	femininities	take	place	within	the	context	of	the	
group’s	astute	political	work,	and	members	themselves	have	reflected	on	how	their	
representational	practices	affect	their	work.		
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Conclusion		
	
In	this	article,	I	have	suggested	some	of	the	complexities	of	certain	gendered	
representations	in	anti-GMO	organising	as	a	movement	without	explicit	gender	aims,	but	
wherein,	nonetheless,	intersectional	gender	does	important	work.	I	would	argue	that,	in	
combination,	these	images	work	to	construct	relatively	normative	representations	of	
gender	that	are	nonetheless	possible	to	read	against	multiple	histories.	I	would	further	
suggest	that	these	relatively	normative	representations	of	gender	provide	a	frame	of	social	
continuity	and	familiarity	to	anti-GMO	organising	and	that	this	helps	to	downplay	the	threat	
that	anti-GMO	organising	poses	to	established	political	and	social	relations.	In	this	way,	
tropes	of	mothering,	warriordom	and	sexualised	femininities	work	to	anchor	the	otherwise	
destabilising	challenge	that	anti-GMO	organising	poses	to	(agri)business	as	usual	in	the	
settler	state.	
	
This	analysis	is	but	a	first	contribution	to	theorising	representational	practices	and	gendered	
dimensions	of	anti-GMO	organising	and	further	inquiry	is	needed	to	unpack	the	ways	in	
which	less	visible	and	naturalised	framings	of	identities	are	present	within	GMO	debates.	
For	example,	how	might	classed,	racialised	representations	of	experts	and	professionals	
(Kimmel,	1993;	Frankenburg,	2001;	Skeggs,	2013)	within	Hawaiʻi’s	GMO	debates	help	
consolidate	white	and	Asian	settler	masculinities?	Moreover,	how	might	gendered	the	
associations	of	reason	and	emotion	play	out	in	relation	to	expertise	and	activism,	
positioning	male	subjects	as	properly	political	and	science	as	the	only	legitimate	frame	
(Seager,	2003)	for	food	and	environmental	debates?	To	what	extent	do	colonial,	feminised	
misreadings	of	‘aloha’	as	welcome	and	passivity	(Trask,	1999;	Ohnuma,	2007)	mean	that	
aloha	‘āina	movements	must	also	contend	with	how	gender	may	soften	and	facilitate	some	
political	demands	and	delegitimise	and	block	other	aims?		
	
These	are	but	a	few	of	the	ongoing	questions	raised	by	intersectional	accounts	of	anti-GMO	
organising.	The	foregoing	discussion	has	aimed	to	underscore	the	importance	of	
contextualised,	intersectional	accounts	of	this	organising	and,	by	extension,	of	other	food-
related	social	movements.	I	have	tried	to	show	how	intersectional	feminist	theorising	is	
critical	to	understanding	social	movement	meaning-making	processes	and	that	
engagements	between	feminist	and	food	theorising	can	help	to	unpick	how	food	
movements	cite,	rework	and	resist	gendered	norms.	In	this	way,	further	research	analysing	
gender	intersectionally	within	anti-GMO	organising	may	yield	important	insights	about	the	
relationships	between	normativity,	subversion	and	social	change	relevant	to	radically	
transforming	food	systems,	the	settler	state	and	perhaps	even	gender	itself.		
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